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* SMUG BYTES bal 
* Volume 8. Number 10 w 
x October 1991 x 
* * 
* Subscriptions = S10.00 per year * 
* or free with swap. Send to: * 
* * 
* SINCLAIR MILWAUKEE USERS GROUP * 
* P.O. Box 101, Butler WI 53007 * 
* = * 
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* * 
* THIS MONTH x 
* * 
* oy x 
x x 
a - Meeting Notes x 
* x 
x - Classic Computer Fair 91 x 
x * 
x - Presidents Program x 
x x 
x - And Other Great Things a 
x * 
oi If any articles are copied i 
please credit SMUG BYTES * 
x and the author. 7 
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* NEXT MEETING DATE: 11/06/91 * 
* SEE YOU THERE * 
A e o ue e ue ee a o ee e e a e a e e e e em * 
* Send all contributions by the * 
* 3rd Wednesday of the month to: * 
* * 
x Bill Heberlein a 
E Editor 2 
* SMUG BYTES * 
x 5052 N. 91st Street * 
‘ Milwaukee WI 53225-4229 * 
* * 
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1991 OFFICERS 
& WORKING 
MEMBERS 
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All Area Codes Are 414 
*President - Bill Heberlein 

* - 527 2191 

*V, Pres. - Neal Schultz 

ve - 353 4522 


-*Secretary - Bud Dankert 


x 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* - 251 4464 * 
*Treasurer - R. Cultice x 
* - 542. 3591 x 
*Education - R. Cultice * 
x - 542 3591 » 
* * 
* — Librarians x 
*Tape/Disk -E. Pawlowski * 
¥ 1 - 338 0260 x 
* Book - D. Nickel * 
ve 1 - 284 9691 * 
* — Sub Group Leaders w 
RC” - R. Cultice * 
*Meeting - Suspended * 
* - 542 3591 * 
*Games - N. Schultz x 
*Meeting 3rd Saturday of the month* 
* - 353 4522 x 
xHardware - G. Kraemer 
xMeet-no set date. Call for info. 
* - 421 0179 


. *QL - R. Hilsmann 


* - 251 5291 

*Spectrum - R. Hilsmann 
*Meeting 3rd Wednesday of month 
x - 251 5291 
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FOR ANY HARDWARE MODIFICATIONS TO YOUR EQUIPMENT. 


Classic Computer Fair 


in November 3, 1991 a computer show 
will be put on by the Ti group. It is 
featuring all classic computers and 
the Sinciair computer will be 
represented by SMUG. 


We have purchased a table and plan to 


be there. If you have anything you 
want to seli news the time. If you 
nave a program or game to show off 
this is also GREAT. Who knows what new 
members, software cr hardware you can 
pick up. 
Now for the particulars: 
Date - November 3, 1991 
Time - Setup 8am to 9am 
- Fair Sam to ¿pm 
- Pack 4pm to Spm 
Where- Airport Quaiity Inn (Howell 
Ave. across from the airport) 
Cost - 2 at the door or 1 with your 


user group membership card. 


I don't know what to expect but i 
be happy to see you there. If you 
don't have your membership contact Mr. 
Cultice. If you have any questions you 
can contact me or Mr. Gene Hitz, TI 
Faire Coordinator, 4122 Glenway Street 
Wauwatosa, WI 53222. Phone 414-535 
2133. There will be a drawing for a 24 
pin Panasonic printer, a Ram Disk ( I 
am not sure if it will work on our 
computer), a monochrome monitor, 1.44 
floppy drive, 1200 baud modem, Hayes 
compatible. If you were not at the 
last meeting then you aren't aware of 
the show so make pians to attend. 


Wiil 


According to the flyer 
computer groups: 


the following 


Texas Instuments Apple 
Tandy Adam 
Timex/Sinclair Atari 
Commodore coco 
IBM/Clones 


nda 


BYTES 


* SAVE THE HASSLE. 
"unused " computer, 


* SAVE MONEY. 
software at 2nd BYTES. 

SAVE TIME. 
for your needs. 
system. 


* WARRANTY. 
- We service what we sell. 
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have 2nd BYTES sell your 
peripherals and software. 
- We are in the Business to sell your computer. 


buy your computer, peripheral and 
have our professional consultants 
assist you in finding the computer and the programs 


- We are in the business to help you select an inexpensive 


on almost all equipment we sell. 


774-1155 


9721 W. Greenfield Avenue West Allis WI 53214 


The new Computer Store 


4 


For Not-So-New 


Computers 
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SIGO 
N OTHERWORDS 
OR LAE MEETING 


We discussed the Computer Faire (see 

previous page) a “be held November 3, Another idea is to open our group to 

1991. We decided to purchase a table other computers or we merge with some 

for SMUG. Any SMUG member is welcome one else. This does sound appeaiing 

to use the table to sell their put I don't know if there are any 

iardware/software. The only thing groups that we can interest or wouid 

required is that you show up at the pe interested in us. The Faire would 

table to sell it. As cf now we do not pe a way of finding out what is 

have volunteers to man the table. happening out there, or at least when 
the others meet and where. Maybe we 

We discussed the idea cf the user could address them at their meeting. 

group disbanding as a formal group and 

still meet but without any requirement New Computer Warning. 

or rules of order. The problem we have 

is there are no volunteers to run for This machine is subject to breakdown 

officer positions. The idea was put on during periods of critical need. 

hold until the end cf the year. We can A special circuit in this machine 


decide then, I guess. called a "critical detector" Senses 
the operator's emotional state in 
terms of how desperate ne or sne is to 
fades, use it. 
Poetic Lie Cents he “critical detector" then creates a 
I have a spelling checker, malfunction proporticnal to the 


Gesperation of the operator. 
Threatening the machine with viclence 
only aggravates the Situation, and an 
attempt to use another machine may 
cause it to malfunction as weil. 


It came with my PC, 

It clearly marks four my revue, 
Mistakes I cannot sea. 

I’ve run this poem threw it, 
Pm sure your please to no, 


o. . Stay cool and say nice .twnings to the 
It's letter perfect in its weigh, a T E pee eems z O WO 
1 a ba H see t YK. 
My checker tolled me sew. Tacne NEE Serer, cs er 
If all else failis, call Syste°ch 
Electronics 19953 West Mitchell Street 


414-475-7475. 


- COMPUTER AND PRINTER REPAIR 


FACTORY AUTHORIZED SERVICE 


e Commodore e Star Micronics 

e Panasonic e Atari 

e Amiga e Citizen 

e Brother “o C.Itoh l 

e NEC e Silver- Reed 

e Samsung e Goldstar 

e Apple compatibles e IBM compatibles 


@ and other popular brands 
ite ey 475-7475 
WE wi j EW Hon.- Fri. 9-7 


Saturday 12-4 
E LECT RONE 3 Mocks souh of Green feld Ave. 
10953 West Mitchell aoe and 1 block west of HWY 100 
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cod ang d a few. 
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S, noma. Fort 
Way Len unty War 
Mem im Exposition Center 
PEPE 11/16-17, 1961 Contact 
Don 424-3317 before 11/6 
Farm 2/22. velferson County 
Fai 23 West, Jefferson WI 
Sam omputer/Ham Swapfest, 
12/ a pa Wauxesha Ccunty 
Exp early €5 at tne docr 


“Murchison's theory is that it's dog hair 
in your fuel line.” 


Som 


DRAWING BY BOOTH; © 1982 THE NEW YORKER MAGAZINE, INC. 
REPRINTED BY SPECIAL PERMISSION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 


Computer 
Products’? 


IF SO. LOOK MO FURTHER: 
WE MAVE THE LARGEST STOCK OF M/W 4 
S/W FOR TME T/S LIME OF COMPUTERS 
AMVWMERE IM TYME WORLO' 


CATALOG AMO PRICE LIST ($4) CALL OR WRITE 


mero 


1419 1/2 77M STREET 
H OREGON CiTy. OR 9704S E 
W2S03/6SS-7484 MOOM-10PM PTI 
UR FAX: 503/655-416 : 

VISA/MC/CK/MO - $4.00 (REFUMOABLE( many 
(STATE COMPUTER MODEL FOR PRICE LIST) 
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L-Ke -90 
Review by Tim Swenson 


The QL-Keyboard-90 is a IBM 
keyboard interface for the QL. It 
allows the QL to use any standard XT 
or AT type keyboard. It is made by 


Computer Technik/Jurgen Falkenburg 
of Germany. 

A QL user in Germany, whom I 
correspond with, sent ne the 
interface out of the blue. Bob Dyl 


of the Seacoast Group says it costs 
169 DM for overseas (about $80). 


The interface is installed on the 
inside of the QL, right where the 
8049 chip goes. The 8049 will go 
piggy back on the interface and 
still be functional. 


It only takes about 15 to 30 
minutes to install the interface. I 
took about 20 minutes, going nice 
and slow. The most delicate part is 
removing the 8049 chip without a 
chip puller. If you go slow with a 
screwdriver, it will come right out. 


The person . that sent the 
interface, also included an extra 
chip socket, to be used to raise the 
interface above surrounding parts. 
The only problem with this, is that 
it raises the interface so high, I 
can not fully close the QL. Not a 
problem for me, 1'11 just put the QL 
under a stand I am making for the 
monitor and not use it's Keyboard. 


Once installed, the interface 
works great. You can go out and buy 
a keyboard with the feel that you 
like. CompUSA (formerly Soft 
Warehouse) has a AT-type Keyboard 
for $30. Most places want anywher= 
from $60 to $90 for a keyboard. The 


SMUG Bytes 


problems 


mail order places will run from $30 
to 860. 


The interface is designed to make 
the IBM keyboard map properly to the 
QL keyboard. The backspace key is 
the same as CTRL LEFT ARROW (which 
still works). The arrow keys on the 


numberic xeypad and the seperate 
arrow keys both work. If you are 
used toa IBM keyboard from work or 


home (like me), it lets you use the 
QL with the same finger movements. 


One nice feature of the interface 
is the reset function. Hit the 
CTRL, ALT, and DEL at the same time 
(Just like the IBM) and you will 
reset the QL (exactly the same as 
hitting the reset button or powering 
1t off). 


I've only used my interface for a 
few hours and I like it. I know 
that I will not suffer from any more 
bad QL keyboard membranes. Plus I 
can sit the keyboard in my lap and 
hack away. 


Once you get the switches set for 
your particular ke;boa::., everything 


runs as advertised. I have an AT 
type keyboard. I have ta put the 
XT/AT switch on AT and the NEW/OLD 


switch on OLD. The 
switched to AT. 


keyboard is 
If you have any 
with your new keyboard not 
emulating the full QL keyboard, try 
yarious positions of the switches. 
You're bound to get it right in just 
a few tries. 


Over all, the interface is great. 
It is fairly easy to install, does 


_ not take up any ports, and is 100% 
compatible with the QL keyboard, 
plus some extras keys. If you plan 


to use your QL for years to come, I 
recommend that you buy the 
interface. Keyboard membranes will 
not be available forever. 
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“President's Commission on Physical Fitness, fella. Freeze!” 


GK ENTERPRISES 
Your Computer Supply Source 
No need to wait for a sale. 
Our prices are low everyday 


Wide selection of printer ribbons 
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AXIOM C. ITOH EPSON OKIDATA 


PANASONIC STAR AND MANY MORE. 
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*SMUG SPECIAL* 
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2700 sheets 9 1/2 x 11 20# Microperf $23.50 


Ke Kwek ke ww 


* 546-0111 > 
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8634 W. National Avenue West Allis WI 53227 
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teven Roberts is gettin 
ready for a bike ride. It 
won't be a tvpical jaunt, 
but then nothing about 
Roberts is typical. 

In mid-July, he will cross the state 
of Iowa on a bicvcle that he says is 
worth about $1 million. And that’s 
not counting the paper for the dot- 
matrix printer. Dot matrix printer? 
Of course. One can't expect a bicycle 
with four on-board computers not to 
produce hard copy. 

Roberts, an admitted techie, free- 
lance writer, and tree spirit, has al- 
readv logged 16,000 miles on a bike 
he has dubbed Behemoth (Big Elec- 
tronic Human-Engineered Machine 
... Only Too Heavy). His upcoming 
trip will kick off another round of 
travels on his 400-pound movable 
techno-feast. 

In addition to a Sun Microsystems 
Inc. Sparcstation, an Apple Computer 
Inc. Macintosh, and a couple of other 
PCs, Roberts’ vehicle also comes stan- 
dard with solar-power panels that re- 


re, 
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Roberts has already logged 16,000 miles on the bicycle he has dubbed Behemoth 


FANE 
-ABK 
“I've worked at a terminal for 18 years, and, not only have | never felt any side 
effects, | don't get as many headaches as | used to.” 


Pepouine TecHnoLoey 


charge 12-volt batteries; a freezer that 
cools beverages and, through a spe- 
cial tube threaded through the hel- 
met, his head; and a modem and oth- 
er communications gear that allows 
for a satellite link to the Internet. Oth- 
er equipment includes an ultrasonic 
beam generated from the helmet that 
serves the same function as a mouse; 
a stereo; and a talking security svstem 
that threatens thieves, reports the 
bike’s longitude and latitude to police, 
and can even deliver a 60,000-volt 
charge to the seat. 

What gives? Roberts says he was 
living the American dream in the 
mid-'80s, with a house and steady 
consulting work, but he was bored. 
So he loaded up the bike and he 
moved to, well, almost evervwhere. 

It's a life that has the potential for 
loneliness, but from his office-on- 
wheels Roberts manages to lead a 


full life, both professionally and so- 
cially. He has written for USA Today 
and other publications, as well as 
publishing his own quarterly, No- 
madness. He has also penned a book 
about his adventures, and still takes 
on the occasional consulting gig. As 
for friends, his bike tends to be a real 
conversation piece—so much so, he 
says, that “Ive got a list of 5,000 
people in my hospitality database. I 
could play connect-the-dots and vis- 
it them for the next 20 vears.” 

And then there’s electronic-mail. 
“I live in the network,” he says, 
checking his various E-mail services 
several times a day. “I've got manv 
close friends I've never met. They're 
out there on the network. I think in 
many ways it's a much richer social 
life than many people have.” 

Roberts’s Behemoth is sponsored 
by more than 150 companies. “Mv 
job,” Roberts explains, “is 
to use new technologies in 
fun, exciting, original 
ways, to remind people of 
why they became engi- 
neers. I’m sort of a high- 
tech court-jester.” 

Roberts can be reached 
on the Internet at wordy 
@bikelab.sun.c=m. His ad- 
dress on MCI and Genie is 
simply Wordy. For those 
who want to do more than 
sav hello, Roberts says he is 
welcoming people to ride 
with him on portions of his 
journey. —Scott Leibs 
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The Sinclair Milwaukee Users Group i 
C SMUG ) 


We are a not-for-profit group devoted 
to serving the interests of those who 
cwn, use, and/or are interested in the 


Timex/Sinclair family of computers. Newsletter subscription is available 

for only $1@ per year to non members 
Editor and contact person is: or free with a club membership. A club 
Bill Heberlein (414) 527 2191. membership is $2@ per year for a 


family membership. 
SMUG maintains a gratis exchange of 
newsletters with approximately 30 Advertising cost for 1/2 page ad 
Users Groups across the U.S. and runing for six months is $10. The ad 
Canada. Clubs not sending newsletters copy may be changed each month but you 
for more than 6 months are removed must supply the copy. 
from our mailing list. 
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The next meeting of SMUG will be held on: 
Wednesday, November 6,1991 


6:00 Set Up 6:30 

7:30 Business Meeting 8:38 

9:00 10:30 Clean Up 
Wednesday, December 4,1991 (MERRY CHRISTMAS) 

5:00 Set Up 6:38 

7:30 Business Meeting 8:30 

9:20 10:30 Clean Up 

Location: 

Equitable Savings and Loan, 

145th and Capital Drive, 

Milwaukee WI 
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